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Unions must lead 
anti-BNP fightback 


THE NAZI BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY 
believes it is on the edge of a major 
breakthrough, which will bring it from the 
margins of British political life into the 
mainstream. Working on the basis that 
the BNP scored high votes in some areas 
in the 2001 General Election, they are 
confident - if nothing gets in their way - 
that they will get people elected in the 
local council elections in May 2002. 
We have been warned; nazis will be 
sitting in council chambers in 2002 
unless anti-fascists stop them. 

In the 2001 General Election the BNP 
gained high votes, most notoriously in 
Oldham West and Royton where 12,000 
people voted for party fuhrer Nick Griffin, 
who secured 16.4% of the vote on the 
back of weeks of racial violence. In 
neighbouring Oldham East and 
Saddleworth, the BNP took 11% of the 
vote and in nearby Burnley - later to also 
be the scene of days of racist violence - 
the BNP polled 11.25% of the vote. In 
some individual wards, which the BNP 
are particularly targeting for local council 
elections, the BNP obtained between 25% 
and 50% of the vote. In total the BNP 
gained an average 3.9% of the vote, saving 
its deposits in five seats and missing the 
5% deposit threshold in another seven 
seats by less than 1% of the vote. Between 
the 33 BNP candidates 47,195 people 
voted for the fascist party. 

The Oldham vote was gained against a 
backdrop of rising racial violence in the 
town, which culminated on 26 May, with 
fascist and football hooligan inspired 
violence and a riot in the predominantly 
Asian district of Glodwick. The fallout 
from these events created a ripple effect 
with the north-west seeing significantly 



higher BNP votes than in most of the rest 
of Britain. 

However, it would be dangerously 
complacent to think the BNP problem is 
only a north-west problem. The BNP also 
did well in some other parts of the 
country. In Bradford North they polled 
4.61% and in Dewsbury 4.5%. In the West 
Midlands the BNP secured 4.72% in 
Dudley North and 4.48% in West 
Bromwich West. In East London the BNP 
saved its deposit in both the Barking and 
Poplar & Canning Town constituencies. In 
Dagenham, the BNP failed to save its 
deposit by a couple of votes. 

There were some places where the BNP 
did not do so well. They scored a derisory 
vote in Newport West in Wales where they 
received only 0.79% of the vote. Ex-party 
leader lohn Tyndall scored only 1.69% of 
the vote in Mitcham and Morden and in 
nearby Croydon Central former National 
Front and Ku Klux Klan activist, Linda 
Miller, received only 1% of the vote. 

However, generally the BNP did very 
well. Along with their increased vote in 
recent years we have also seen their 
membership increase steadily. 

What should be done? 

Searchlight is telling supporters that the 
BNP vote, which needs to be viewed in 
political and historical context could 
mark the beginning of the fascists gaining 
a foothold in British political life. The 
BNP obtained the vote that they did 
because they addressed people who feel 
that no political party represents them 
and offered them a scapegoat for their 
problems. Blaming black people, lews 
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andother minorities for the ills of a society is of course 
the oldest fascist trick in the book. The only way to deal 
with this is to expose the myths and lies on which the 
fascists base their arguments. 

Trade unions are in a great position to expose the BNP 
lies. They must lead the fightback against the BNP 
because they are the organisations that truly represent 
Britain’s working people. With the backing of some of the 
national unions Searchlight will be producing material 
for both trade unionists and the general public, which 
will nail the BNP’s lies. Only a concerted campaign of 
door to door leafleting, letter writing to the local papers, 
meetings and other activity at local level can and will 
stop the BNP. Trade unionists must take the lead at local 
level so that anti-racist groups are not seen as 
“parachuting” into an area from the outside. Relevant 
material and advice will be available from Searchlight. 

Where union members are employed in local councils 
they must push to ensure that there is transparency 
when it comes to the delivery of goods and services. For 
example, the BNP were able to perpetuate the myth that 
Asians received a better deal in Oldham from the council 
because the allocation of funding was, or at least 
appeared to be, shrouded in secrecy. 

At national level trade unions need to push the Labour 
government - representatives of a party to which their 
organisations are affiliated - into releasing funds and 
encouraging action around urban regeneration. Labour 
Party TUFS supporters have an important role to play in 
ensuring that the Party is not dismissive of the basic 
issues that the BNP so easily exploit. 

Through the Respect festivals and other initiatives we 
have a precedent in the fact that the trade union 
movement has promoted anti-racism in the wider 
community. As well as raising the issues this also shows 
that trade unions have something to say beyond the 
immediate issue of racism in the workplace. The task 
now is to ensure that those who have little or no contact 


with trade unions - non-union members - are targeted 
with materials that show that racism is not only wrong, 
but offers no solution to a communities’ problems. 

There was a time when organised racists were an 
alarming force in trade unions, leading racist strikes and 
suchlike. Thankfully those days are in the past. This is 
because the battles, particularly in the 1970s, were fought 
and won by anti-racists - black and white - who showed, 
for example, that immigration was not the cause of 
unemployment. 

Now is the time for trade unionists to ensure that 
all branch members receive literature dealing with the 
BNP’s lies, so that they are in a position to refute them. 
The way do deal with racism is to confront the issues 
head on. Also trade unionists need to take anti-racism 
beyond the excellent Respect festivals, so that the wider 
community do not only hear the BNP’s side of the 
argument on race. Trade unionists can show the BNP - 
and those that might vote for it - that far from shying 
away from the issue of racism Britain’s working people 
are proud of the multi-racial society that has been built 
with all of our labour. 

Essential for your branch 

Searchlight is bringing out some small publications 
that will refute the myths and lies that racists 
breed on, and which have benefited the fascists in 
electoral terms this year. We will be producing two 
short digestible pamphlets (4/8 pages), one aimed 
at trade unionists themselves, and one for the 
wider public, for distribution by trade unionists. 

We are asking our supporters to make bulk orders, 
which will be made available cheaply. 

As we go to press we do not yet have a costing. 
Please contact us on 020 7681 8646 for latest 
details or email tufs@searchlightmagazine.com 
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Justice for Colombia 


Dozens of trade unionist have been killed this year by fascist death 
squads in Colombia. (See Searchlight March 2001 #309 or 
www.searchlightmagazine/stories/colombiaterror.htm) 

British trade unionists have organised a solidarity organisation for 
their brothers and sisters in Colombia, who can find themselves the 
target of death squads simply because of their union activities. 
Formed earlier this year Justice for Colombia is taking the lead 
from trade unionists in that country in terms of what solidarity work 
to carry out. 

Trade unions supporting the organisation so far include ASLEF, 
NAPO, FBU, UNISON and the FBU. Justice for Colombia also has 
the support of the Institute of Employment Rights and the 
International Centre on Trade Union Rights. 

For more information write to: Justice for Colombia C/O ASLEF, 
9 Arkwright Road, London, NW3 6AB 


TUFS keeps 
Searchlight shining 

Thanks to all our supporters who continue to 
send us cuttings, emails and other useful 
information and ensure the continued 
affiliation of their union branches. This year 
marks the 5th anniversary of TUFS, an 
initiative that has made a tremendous 
difference to the work of Searchlight. 

As a result of the sustained financial support 
of trade unionists in the form of affiliations 
Searchlight magazine was in a position to be 
redesigned in 1999 and increased in size from 
24 to 36 pages. Listening to readers, the 
magazine has used the increased pagination to 
carry more international stories, interviews, 
reviews and features ensuring that the 
publication has a wider appeal than only 
seasoned anti-fascists. 

A number of union branches take bulk 
orders of Searchlight , which we can send at a 
reduced rate for TUFS supporters. Contact for 
details of rates. 


Trade union advisory group 

Do you want to help TUFS? 

We are looking to form a small advisory 
group to help steer our work. We need 
people to write for TUFS NEWS, help get 
motions through union branches, take 
responsibility for our work in individual 
unions and to speak at meetings and 
generally promote our work. 

If you think you can help then contact 
Steve Silver on 020 7681 8646 or email 
tufs@searchlightmagazine.com 
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Searchlight on the net 



All three Searchlight organisations now have their own websites, which are being updated regularly. 

For articles and other material related to Searchlight Magazine. There is a section relating to trade union work, 
including TUFS News on this site: www.searchlightmagazine.com 

For a full version of Searchlight’s new media pack, with essential up-to-date information. TUFS branches can order 
a free hard copy of the pack by filling in the on-line form: www.searchlightinformationservices.com 
To view work relating to our Communities Combating Flate project, online exhibition, full version of our community 
handbook, conferences and numerous other useful resources: www.searchlighteducationaltrust.org 

















Publications available from Searchlight 

Facing the threat This 64 page book, jointly published by Searchlight 

and Tyne & Wear Anti-Fascist Association, is packed with information including: 

• An historical look at fascists and trade unions in Britain. 

• A round-up of the extreme-right in Britain and Europe. 

• A Chilean trade unionist’s account of what happens when fascists seize power. 

Available from Searchlight. Usual price £3.50 + 50p p&p. Price for TUFS affiliates. One copy 
£2.00 including p&p. Five copies £8.00 including p&p. 


Holocaust Denial takes an in-depth 
look at the ideas and people behind 
this sinister international hate network 
Usual price £3.00 including p&p. 

Price for TUFS affiliates: 

One copy £2.50 including p&p. 

Five copies £10.00 including p&p. 


HOLOCAUST 


White Noise exposes the nazi music scene 
and shows the worldwide development of this 
once British phenomenon. 

Usual price £4.50 + 50p p&p. 

Price for TUFS affiliates: 

One copy £3.00 including p&p. 

Five copies £10.00 including p&p. 


Mr Evil Jointly written by Searchlight co-editor An eight-page expose of 

Nick Lowles, this sensational book reveals how Britain’s nazis 

David Copeland embarked on his reign of terror. Jointly published by 

It details the huge, troubled police operation launched to Searchlight and the 

track him down and draws on his startling police Anti Nazi League 

confession, psychiatric reports, family interviews and Available at £1 Bulk orders 

correspondence between him and the authors while he at £20 for 25 post-free 

was in Broadmoor. £14.99 including p&p. from Searchlight 


Cheques for all publications made payable to Searchlight. PO Box 1576, Ilford, IG5 


STOP 
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TUFS exists to strengthen and broaden Searchlight’s work with trade unionists. Trade Union branches are invited to join TUFS 
for £50 a year, for which they will receive Searchlight every month, updates on trade union related issues and special rates 
for training, education and future publications. Sample copies of TUFS NEWS are available from our office. 

First-time affiliates receive Searchlight Educational Trust’s handbook, When hate comes to town, which normally costs 
organisations £30. The handbook is an invaluable resource with information on everything from howto deal with harassment to 
campaigning advice. 

• Get your branch to send us information on fascist activity in your area. 

• Invite a Searchlight speaker to address your branch or committee meeting. 

• Encourage your union to take practical action against racism and fascism. 

We urge you to get your union branch to join. Just fill in the form below. 


Searchlight’s aim is to combat racism, 
antisemitism and fascism. Searchlight is a 
non-sectarian organisation which believes 
in achieving the broadest possible unity in 
the fight against racism and fascism. 
Searchlight has existed for more than 30 
years. In summer 1962, in response to a 
resurgence of open and violent nazi 
activities, a group of people from a wide 
variety of political and religious 
backgrounds met in London to set up the 
Searchlight Association. 

Searchlight has appeared as a monthly 
magazine since 1975. It is now read all 
over the world. 



Simon Wiesenthal, the 
greatest of the post-war nazi- 
hunters, described Searchlight 
as the best English language 
publication of its kind 
anywhere in the world. 


We would like our union branch to become a 
Trade Union Friend of Searchlight 

Union 

Branch 

Contact Name 

Position 

Address 


postcode 


Tel Fax 


email 

Please send the completed form with your £50 affiliation fee 
(cheques payable to Searchlight) to: 

Trade Union Friends of Searchlight, 

PO Box 1576, Ilford, IG5 ONG 

Telephone: 020 7681 8660 Fax 020 7681 8650 

Email tufs@searchlightmagazine.com 





























